Edexcel GCSE Literature Paper 1 Questions
Section A

	Text
	Extract First Line
	Questions

	Macbeth
	Yet here’s a spot. (Act 5, Scene 1)








I conjure you by that which you profess, (Act 4, Scene 1)








Thou hast it now: King, Cawdor, Glamis all (Act 3, Scene 1)






Two truths are told As happy prologues to the swelling act (Act 1, Scene 3)






	(a) Explore how Shakespeare presents the character of Lady Macbeth in this extract. Refer closely to the extract in your answer.  
(b) In this extract, Lady Macbeth shows her guilt over the murder of Duncan. Explain the importance of guilt elsewhere in the play. In your answer, you must consider: 
• how guilt is shown 
• the reasons for the guilt within the play. 
You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

(a) Explore how Shakespeare, in this extract, presents the relationship between Macbeth and the witches, together with the apparitions they summoned. Refer closely to the extract in your answer. 
(b) In this extract, Macbeth tries to control the witches. Explain the importance of control elsewhere in the play. In your answer, you must consider: 
• how control is shown 
• reasons for the control within the play. You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

(a) Explore how Shakespeare presents the relationship between Banquo and Macbeth. Refer closely to the extract in your answer. 
(b) In this extract, Macbeth tricks Banquo into revealing his plans. Explain the importance of deceit elsewhere in the play. In your answer, you must consider: 
• where deceit is shown 
• how deception affects those involved. 
You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.


(a) Explore how Shakespeare presents the reactions of Macbeth in this extract. Refer closely to the extract in your answer. 
(b) In this extract, Macbeth reacts to the predictions made by the witches. Explain the importance of predictions elsewhere in the play. In your answer, you must consider: 
• how predictions are shown 
• the reasons for the predictions. You must refer to the context of the play in your answer

	The Tempest
	For several virtues Have I liked several women – never any (Act 3, Scene 1)







If by your Art, my dearest father, you have (Act 1, Scene 2)








I remember, 
You did supplant your brother Prospero (Act 2, Scene 1)



Drink, servant- monster, when I bid thee! Thy eyes are almost set in thy head. (Act 3, Scene 2)
	(a) Explore how Shakespeare presents the character of Ferdinand in this extract. Refer closely to the extract in your answer.  
(b) In this extract, Ferdinand declares his love for Miranda. Explain the importance of love elsewhere in the play. In your answer, you must consider: 
• the different types of love in the play 
• how love is shown.
 You must refer to the context of the play in your answer

(a) Explore how Shakespeare presents Miranda’s reactions to the storm in this extract. Refer closely to the extract in your answer. 
(b) In this extract, Prospero lays down his magic cloak. Explain the importance of magic elsewhere in the play. In your answer, you must consider: 
• how magic is used 
• why magic is used within the play.
 You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

(a) Explore how Shakespeare presents the character of Antonio. Refer closely to the extract in your answer.
(b) In this extract, Antonio and Sebastian discuss betrayal. Explain the importance of betrayal elsewhere in the play. In your answer, you must consider: 
• when the betrayal happens 
• how betrayal affects those involved. 
You must refer to the context of the play in your answer

(a) Explore how Shakespeare presents Stephano’s relationship with Caliban and Trinculo in this extract. Refer closely to the extract in your answer. 
(b) In this extract, Stephano appears to have power over Caliban. Explain the importance of the abuse of power elsewhere in the play. In your answer, you must consider: 
• how the abuse of power is shown
 • the reasons for the abuse of power. 
You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

	Romeo and Juliet
	Why, how now, kinsman! Wherefore storm you so? (Act 1, Scene 5)









By my head, here come the Capulets! (Act 3, Scene 1)



Romeo, come forth. Come forth thou fearful man. (Act 3, Scene 3)





Alas, that Love, whose view is muffled still (Act 1, Scene 1)
	(a) Explore how Shakespeare presents the character of Lord Capulet in this extract. Refer closely to the extract in your answer.  
(b) In this extract, Lord Capulet demonstrates his power as head of the Capulet family. Explain the importance of power elsewhere in the play. In your answer, you must consider: 
• how power is presented 
• the effects power has within the play. 
You must refer to the context of the play in your answer

(a) Explore how Shakespeare presents the relationship between Tybalt and Mercutio in this extract. Refer closely to the extract in your answer.
(b) In this extract, Tybalt wants to protect the Capulet family honour. Explain the importance of family honour elsewhere in the play. In your answer, you must consider: 
• how family honour is presented
 • the effects family honour has within the play.
 You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

(a) Explore how Shakespeare presents Romeo’s feelings in this extract. Refer closely to the extract in your answer. 
(b) In this extract, Romeo learns of his punishment for disobedience. Explain the importance of disobedience elsewhere in the play. In your answer, you must consider: 
• when characters are disobedient 
• the reasons why they are disobedient. 
You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

(a) Explore how Shakespeare presents Romeo’s emotions in this extract. Refer closely to the extract in your answer. 
(b) In this extract, Romeo speaks of love. Explain the importance of romantic love elsewhere in the play. In your answer, you must consider: 
• how romantic love is presented 
• the effect romantic love has within the play. 
You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.


	Much Ado About Nothing
	Why, you speak truth. I never yet saw man, (Act 3, Scene 1)







It is so: the Count Claudio shall marry the daughter of Leonato. (Act 2, Scene 2)




Well, niece, I trust you will be ruled by your father. (Act 2, Scene 1)








Surely I do believe your fair cousin is wronged. (Act 4, Scene 1)
	(a) Explore how Shakespeare presents Hero’s feelings about Beatrice in this extract. Refer closely to the extract in your answer. 
(b) In this extract, Hero comments on Beatrice’s behaviour as a woman. Explain the presentation of women elsewhere in the play. In your answer, you must consider: 
• how women are presented 
• the effects the presentation of women have within the play. You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

(a) Explore how Shakespeare presents the character of Borachio in this extract. Refer closely to the extract in your answer.
(b) In this extract, Borachio tells Don John that they could deceive Claudio. Explain the importance of deceit elsewhere in the play. In your answer, you must consider: 
• how deceit is shown 
• the effects deceit has within the play. 
You must refer to the context of the play in your answer

(a) Explore how Shakespeare presents the character of Beatrice in this extract. Refer closely to the extract in your answer.  
(b) In this extract, Beatrice is telling Hero her opinions on marriage. Explain the importance of marriage elsewhere in the play. In your answer, you must consider: 
• when marriage is talked about 
• why marriage is important. 
You must refer to the context of the play in your answer





(a) Explore how Shakespeare presents the relationship between Beatrice and Benedick in this extract. Refer closely to the extract in your answer. 
(b) In this extract, Beatrice is concerned about her cousin’s reputation. Explain the importance of reputation elsewhere in the play. In your answer, you must consider: 
• how reputation is shown 
• why reputation is important. 
You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

	Twelfth Night
	Why, how dost thou, man? What is the matter with thee? (Act 3, Scene 4)







Sir Topas the curate, who comes to visit Malvolio the lunatic (Act 4, Scene 2)




If I did love you in my master’s flame (Act 1, Scene 5)







If music be the food of love, play on; (Act 1, Scene 1)
	(a) Explore how Shakespeare presents Olivia’s reactions to Malvolio in this extract. Refer closely to the extract in your answer.
(b) In this extract, Olivia believes Malvolio has gone mad. Explain the importance of madness elsewhere in the play. In your answer, you must consider: 
• how madness is presented 
• the effects madness has within the play. You must refer to the context of the play in your answer

(a) Explore how Shakespeare presents the relationship between Malvolio and Feste in this extract. Refer closely to the extract in your answer.  
(b) In this extract, Feste is confusing Malvolio by pretending to be Sir Topas. Explain the importance of confusion elsewhere in the play. In your answer, you must consider: 
• how confusion is presented
 • the effects confusion has within the play. 
You must refer to the context of the play in your answer

(a) Explore how Shakespeare presents the relationship between Viola and Olivia in this extract. Refer closely to the extract in your answer. 
(b) In this extract, Viola tells Olivia that she is of high status. Explain the importance of status elsewhere in the play. In your answer, you must consider: 
• when status is shown 
• the reasons why status is important. 
You must refer to the context of the play in your answer

(a) Explore how Shakespeare presents the character of Duke Orsino in this extract. Refer closely to the extract in your answer. (b) In this extract, Duke Orsino talks about his love for Olivia. Explain the importance of love elsewhere in the play. In your answer, you must consider: 
• how love is presented 
• the effect love has within the play. 
You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

	The Merchant of Venice
	By yonder moon I swear you do me Wrong! (Act 5, Scene 1)







I am bid forth to supper, Jessica. (Act 2, Scene 5)





This is Signor Antonio (Act 1, Scene 3)










Well, tell me now what lady is the same (Act 1, Scene 1)
	(a) Explore how Shakespeare presents the relationship between Nerissa and Gratiano in this extract. Refer closely to the extract in your answer.
(b) In this extract, Gratiano has been deceived by Nerissa and Portia. Explain the importance of deception elsewhere in the play. In your answer, you must consider: 
• why deception is important 
• the effects deception has within the play. 
You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

(a) Explore how Shakespeare presents Shylock’s feelings in this extract. Refer closely to the extract in your answer. 
(b) In this extract, Shylock chooses to dine with Antonio and Bassanio. Explain the importance of making choices elsewhere in the play. In your answer, you must consider: 
• how choices are shown 
• the effect choices have within the play. 
You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

(a) Explore how Shakespeare presents the relationship between Shylock and Antonio in this extract. Refer closely to the extract in your answer. 
(b) In this extract, Shylock reveals his hatred of Antonio. Explain the importance of hatred elsewhere in the play. In your answer, you must consider: 
• where the hatred is shown 
• the reasons for the hatred.
 You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

(a) Explore how Shakespeare presents the relationship between Antonio and Bassanio in this extract. Refer closely to the extract in your answer. 
(b) In this extract, Antonio and Bassanio are discussing money. Explain the importance of money elsewhere in the play. In your answer, you must consider: 
• why money is important 
• the effect of money on the characters. 
You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.










Section B

	Text
	Questions

	An Inspector Calls
	Eric: Well, she hadn’t a job – and didn’t feel like trying again for one – and she had no money left… 
Explore the significance of money in An Inspector Calls. You must refer to the context of the play in your answer

Birling: I speak as a hard-headed business man, who has to take risks and knows what he’s about… 
In what ways is Mr Arthur Birling important throughout the play? You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

Sheila: I know I’m to blame – and I’m desperately sorry… It’s simply my fault. 
Explore the importance of guilty consciences in the play. You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

Gerald: I’m sorry, Sheila. But it was all over and done with, last summer. I hadn’t set eyes on the girl for at least six months.
Explore the significance of Gerald in An Inspector Calls. You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

Inspector: We don’t live alone. We are members of one body. We are responsible for each other. 
Explore the significance of responsibility in An Inspector Calls. You must refer to the context of the play in your answer

Eric: He was our Police Inspector all right. 
Sheila: That’s what I mean, Eric. 
How does Eric change throughout the play? You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

Sheila: [passionately] You’re pretending everything’s just as it was before. In what ways is Sheila important in the play? You must refer to the context of the play in your answer

BIRLING: You’ll apologise at once … I’m a public man – 
INSPECTOR: [massively] Public men, Mr. Birling, have responsibilities as well as privileges. 
Explore the significance of social position in An Inspector Calls. You must refer to the context of the play in your answer

	Hobson’s Choice
	Maggie: He’s not so well, Alice. The doctor says one of us must come and live here to look after him. 
How is responsibility important in Hobson’s Choice? You must refer to the context of the play in your answer

Vickey: Yes. But we’ve got to be careful, Alice. She mustn’t have things too much her way. 
Explain the significance of Alice and Vickey in the play. You must refer to the context of the play in your answer

Willie: I’ll be getting back to my stool, Miss Maggie. (Moves to trap.) Maggie: (stopping him): You’ll go back when I’ve done with you. 
Explore the relationship between Maggie and Willie in Hobson’s Choice. You must refer to the context of the play in your answer

Maggie: I think Hobson and Mossop is best. 
Hobson: His name on my sign-board? 
Willie: The best I’ll do is this: Mossop and Hobson. 
In what ways are choices important in the play? You must refer to the context of the play in your answer

Doctor: And a pretty mess you’ve made of your liberty. 
Explain the significance of Hobson’s downfall. You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

Maggie: If you’re dealing husbands round, don’t I get one? 
What is the significance of marriage in Hobson’s Choice? You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

Willie: It’s like an ‘appy dream. Eh, Maggie, you do manage things. 
In what ways does Maggie control the other characters in the play? You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

Hobson: You can’t have Willie Mossop. Why, lass, his father was a workhouse brat. 
Explore the relationship between Hobson and Will in Hobson’s Choice. You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.


	Blood Brothers
	Mrs Lyons: They shall be raised apart and never, ever told what was once the truth. 
How does the character of Mrs Lyons develop throughout the play? You must refer to the context of the play in your answer

Mickey: Eddie’s my best friend, Mam. He lives up by the park… 
What is the significance of friendship in Blood Brothers? You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

Mrs Johnstone: I didn’t see how we were gonna manage with another mouth to feed. 
What is the significance of having no money in Blood Brothers? You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

Mickey: ‘Ey, we were born on the same day… that means we can be blood brothers. 
Explore the importance of Mickey in the play. You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

Mrs Lyons: You see, you see why I don’t want you mixing with boys like that! You learn filth from them and behave like this – like a, horrible little boy, like them. But you are not like them. 
Explore the significance of class in Blood Brothers. You must refer to the context of the play in your answer

Mickey: Just one thing I had left, Eddie – Linda – an’ I wanted to keep her. So, so I stopped taking the pills. But it was too late. 
Explore the importance of the relationship between Linda and the twins. You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

Mrs Lyons: They say that if either twin learns that he was once a pair, they will both immediately die. 
What is the significance of superstition in Blood Brothers? You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

Mrs Johnstone: They say I should put them into care, but … I love the bones of every one of them. 
Explore the importance of the character of Mrs Johnstone. You must refer to the context of the play in your answer

	Journey’s End
	Osborne [slowly mixing a drink]: I wonder what it is they put in the water. Hardy: Some sort of disinfectant, I suppose. 
Explore how life in the trenches is presented in the play. You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

Osborne: You must remember he’s commanded this company for a long time – through all sorts of rotten times. It’s – it’s a big strain on a man. Explain how Stanhope is important in Journey’s End. You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

Raleigh: You don’t think Dennis’ll mind my – sort of – forcing myself into his company? I never thought of that; I was so keen. 
In what ways is Raleigh important in Journey’s End? You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

Osborne: There isn’t a man to touch him as a commander of men. He’ll command the battalion one day… 
Explore the significance of leadership in the play. You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

Stanhope: The one man I could trust – my best friend – the one man I could talk to as man to man – who understood everything. 
Explore the significance of Osborne in Journey’s End. You must refer to the context of the play in your answer

Stanhope: Take the chance, old chap, and stand in with Osborne and Trotter and Raleigh. Don’t you think it worth standing in with men like that? Explore the importance of comradeship in the play. You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

Osborne: You’ll feel all right in a minute. How’s that? Comfortable? Stanhope: Yes. Comfortable. [He looks up into Osborne’s face and laughs again.] Dear old Uncle. 
Explore the relationship between Osborne and Stanhope in the play. You must refer to the context of the play in your answer

Hibbert: Ever since I came out here I’ve hated and loathed it. 
In what ways does the war affect the soldiers in Journey’s End? You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

	Animal Farm
	Immediately the dogs bounded forward, seized four of the pigs by the ear and dragged them, squealing with pain and terror, to Napoleon’s feet. Explain the significance of violence in the novel. You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer.

Snowball was a more vivacious pig than Napoleon, quicker in speech and more inventive, but was not considered to have the same depth of character. 
How is Snowball important in Animal Farm? You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer.

Napoleon was a large, rather fierce-looking Berkshire boar… not much of a talker, but with a reputation for getting his own way. 
In what ways is Napoleon significant in Animal Farm? You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer.

Do not imagine, comrade, that leadership is a pleasure! On the contrary, it is a deep and heavy responsibility. 
Explore the importance of leadership in the novel. You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer.

The creatures outside looked from pig to man, and from man to pig, and from pig to man again; but already it was impossible to say which was which. 
In what ways have the pigs changed throughout the novel? You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer

The animals were not certain what the words meant, but Squealer spoke so persuasively … that they accepted his explanation without further questions. Explore the importance of Squealer in Animal Farm. You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer.

The next moment he and his four men were in the store-shed with whips in their hands, lashing out in all directions. 
Explore the significance of control in Animal Farm. You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer.

Within a few weeks Snowball’s plans for the windmill were fully worked out. 
In what ways is the windmill important in the novel? You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer.

	Lord of the Flies
	I’ll give the conch to the next person to speak. He can hold it when he’s speaking. (Ralph) 
In what ways is control significant in the novel? You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer.

Kill the beast! Cut his throat! Spill his blood! 
How is the beast important in Lord of the Flies? You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer.

But there was a stillness about Ralph as he sat that marked him out: there was his size, and attractive appearance; and most obscurely, yet most powerfully, there was the conch.
 In what ways is Ralph significant in Lord of the Flies? You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer.

Ralph wept for the end of innocence, the darkness of man’s heart, and the fall through the air of the true, wise friend called Piggy. 
Explore how the boys lose their childhood innocence in the novel. You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer.

“Here – let me go!” His voice rose to a shriek of terror as Jack snatched the glasses off his face. “Mind out! Give ‘em back! I can hardly see!” 
Explore the significance of bullying in the novel. You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer

Piggy was an outsider, not only by accent, which did not matter, but by fat and ass-mar, and specs, and a certain disinclination to manual labour. Explore the importance of Piggy in Lord of the Flies. You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer

‘Shut up,’ said Ralph absently. He lifted the conch. ‘Seems to me we ought to have a chief to decide things.’
 In what ways is conflict important in Lord of the Flies? You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer.

A skinny, vivid little boy, with a glance coming up from under a hut of straight hair that hung down, black and coarse. 
Explore the importance of Simon in the novel. You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer

	Anita and Me
	This was always one of my favourites, this image of my parents as epic, glamorous figures, touched by romantic tragedy. 
Explore the significance of Meena’s parents in the novel. You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer.

My best friend in all the world really did have a boyfriend and had never told me. My best friend was sharing me with someone else. 
How is friendship important in Anita and Me? You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer

She sighed and said in a flat, bored voice, ‘Tell me mom. I don’t care.’
In what ways is Anita significant in Anita and Me? You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer.

‘I’m not lying, honest, papa!’ I pleaded as he took my hand and pulled me towards the kerb. 
Explore the importance of lies in the novel. You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer

I knew how much was riding on this paper – my parents’ hopes for my future, the justification for their departure from India, our possible move out of Tollington. 
Explore the importance of education in Anita and Me. You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer.

For her audience was there not because of what she said but of who she was, a beloved parent … whose … modest dignity reminded them of their own mothers. 
Explore the significance of family in the novel. You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer.

I want to be someone else in some other place. (Meena) 
In what ways does Meena want to belong in Anita and Me? You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer.

Sam Lowbridge, the wild boy of the yard … 
Explore the significance of Sam Lowbridge in the novel. You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer

	A Woman in Black
	I was growing impatient of the half-hints and dark mutterings made by grown men at the mention of Mrs Drablow. 
In what ways is mystery created in The Woman in Black? You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer.

Isobel was only twenty-four years old but already the mother of three young sons, and set fair to produce more. 
How are mothers presented within the novel? You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer.

It was she, the woman in black with the wasted face, the ghost of Jennet Humfrye. 
Explore the significance of Jennet Humfrye in The Woman in Black. You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer.

For a second, I simply stared in incredulity and astonishment, and then in cold fear.
 In what ways is fear important in the novel? You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer.

‘Well,’ he said at last. ‘You have come a long way since the night I met you on the late train.’ ‘It feels like a hundred years ago. I feel like another man.’ In what ways is Arthur Kipps changed by the events in The Woman in Black? You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer.

I had seen the ghost of Jennet Humfrey and she had had her revenge. Explore the significance of revenge in the novel. You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer.

He was a big man, with a beefy face and huge, raw-looking hands. 
Explore the importance of Samuel Daily in The Woman in Black. You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer.

Behind me, out on the marshes, all was still and silent; save for that movement of the water, the pony and trap might never have existed. Explore the significance of isolation in the novel. You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer.



